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Among the Elect was Nehemiah, Whoſe renom Mas great. 
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Die Mercurij, 29, lunij, 1642. 
T is this day Ordered by the Cou- 


MONS now aſſembled in PARLIA- 
MENT,” That Sir Thomas Barrington 
doe returne thanks to Doctor Gouge for 
the great pains he tooke in his Sermon 
this day preacht at St. Margaret in 
Weſtminſter at the intreaty of the Co u- 
Mons Houſe of PARLIAMINx, this be- 
ing the day of the publike Faſt, and 
that he be deſired to Print his Sermon; 
and that no man preſume to print it, 
but ſuch as he ſhall appoint, till the 
Houſe ſhall take further Order. 


H. Elhnge, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 


1 Appoint Joſhua Kirtonto Print the fore-ſaid 
1 Sermon, * 


'Wirtitam Goucs: 


5 8 8 Wt 7 N 8 TI 3s OF CY — Y BS | 
FL ENADY oy 2 EIYESY 
TO THE HONOVRABLEF 
Houſe of COMMONS 


Aſſembled in Parliament. 


' Moſt worthy Patriots, 


= 4 He Wiſe-man among his many approved Proverbs, hath pio , 
tibi choiceone, A word ipoken upon bis wheeles(f# 57 7 
DMA .- rexes the Originall,or ſet upon bis meaſures, that 1, DN. b 
7 48 our Engliſh not unſitiy hath rranflated it, fitly ſpo- 2 2 
ken) A word fitly ſpoken, is like Apples of Gold N 
in pictures of ſilver; prepious and pleaſant. Pretious, Juin mae 
4 golden Apples: pleaſant as yellow Gold curiouſly Wrought and dici debet. Vat. 
artificially Wrethed in white Silver, Tempore ſun. 
Tb Proverb turned my mind to think of ſame ſeaſonable Theame, ier. 
after notice Was given me, that by your Order, which to me 14 a Law, Si inveniun- 
Iwas deputed to preach before your Honourable Aſſembly. And I '*xemplaque 


think T have hit upon a fit Saljrcl. wers fit and able to handle it as it dab vs 

is moet to be hanaled in ſuch an Aſſembly. | nende ſanr. 
It i the Patterne of a good Patriot. N Hier. ad Celant. 
A point pertinent in Generall and Particular. T Excitamus ia 


In Generall, a Patterne or Example regiſtred and approved in ſa- Ibem, qua not e- 


cred Schipture, Hm; em ia poſe 
1. What is the good and acceptable Will of God. — — 
2. * What in like caſe others are bound to doe. eo qued aliqui 
„ + What may be done by [ach as will thorowly [et themſelves bamines ita 

E . 7 vixeramt, mini. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


4. What, wen it is ſo done le-felf. dee 


a : _ WÞ- 
"= Particulat this Ex 
I. ho & A good Patriot. 
2. How he ought to behave himſelfe. 
* Auoxone 14 3. What diffienttie; and dangers attend him, 
a Plurds 4. What oppoſitins and contradittiqn he i likg to meet With. 
Lib. inftit. 5. What reſolutions become bim. 
6. On Whom bis confidence ii to be placed. 
Our times are in many things not much unlike to the time wherein 


Nehemiah came to Jeruſalem. 
Grievances in Kae, > ni Deld: 


Corruptions in Church. 8 
He did as much as in him lay (and that indeed Was very much) for 
redreſſing of the one, and removing of the othey. '* "y 
His patterne is not opely an Inſtruction, to teach what 5 to be 
done : or an Incitation te ſtir up, ſuch as Rm What is te be done : 
but 2 n b 2 756 as doe as be 70 
83 And they may luolę for ſuch an end, as Ioſephus teHifies that Ne- 
* 2-4. hemiah bad. His teftsmony i this, When Neat hal da, moſt 
da en.. magnificently many good things worthy of peat, being an old 
e Ns · man he died, and r behind him the name of a gracious, juſt and 
eule Mathe bountifull man towards his owne Nation. 
5 * T be Lordencline our great K ings heart to you, as he did the beart 
Ioſeph. 4513. of Nehemiahs King to him, and ſo works by you, as he did by lim: 
Id l. 11 c. 5. that every of you may with [ſuch confidence [ay to your God, as he did 
to hu, Thinke an. me, my GOD for good, according to all that I 
have done for this People. This is, this ſhall be, the prayer of 


' Your daily Oratour 
n oh 255 MAN T1 
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S E RM O N PREACHEB 
ä the Honourable: Houſe of 


Common 5, at the. celebration of a 850 
it Far 29. Juv, ee dz ti vftecly 
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N H B M. F. 19. 885 
Thinkewpon me, my God, fur good, according 10 all © 
ta I have” Aout for this people. Nn 


4441 Hate wo wotives which enduced the good Patriot 
BY Nehemiah to preſerte this Petition to his God, 


The two d were — 

1. The many, great, good things which be 4 s for be 
Church and State. 

2. The many, great, deſperate dangers which he had met with, 
and knew he ſhould further meet with in proſecuting his good 


ings. - 
. Erhether therebe not at this eimethe like occafiors for the ro- 
Nr body of this Kingdome, as one man; to pray and ty, 
Thinks upon me, my God, for 42 according te all that 7 have done 


Jer thapeople, let the times judge. 


-- Tothis Text the more diligent heed is to be given, in that ie 
containeth the ee ee which the Holy Ghoſt faw | 
| meet 


6 _ 
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A Sermon preached at the late Faſt 


Nehcr.13.31, 


Ear. 3. 1. 
Hag. Io 1. 
Zech. 1. 1. 
7.1. 
Malachi,id eſt, 
E/dras, poſt 
Aggeum & 
Zecbariam,qui 
ſub Dario pro- 
Pbetaverunt, 
juiſſe credendiu 
eſt Hier. in pro. 
in Malach: 
Lege Clem. A 
lex. Strom. I. 1. 


Heſt. 1.1. 


Apad Hebreos 
E ſdræ, Noe 
mi. æq; ſermones 
in unum vola· 
WE coartantur. 
Hier. in Eſd. 
Neem. prefat. 
Ezra 2.3» 


* After the re- * hut one 


turne of the 
Jewcs,Cyrus 
raigned nine 
years. One Da- 
i 36. Ala- 


2 —— 


meet to commend to his Church in the Old Teſtament, For the 
former part of it (wherein the maine ſubſtance of the whole ly- 
eth) is repeated in the laſt clauſe of this Booke, whicki is the laſt 
Booke of the Old Teſtament. For all the Propheſies regiſtred 
in the Old Teſtament were before Nelemiahs time: which thus 
appeareth. All but the three laſt were before the Captivity of the 
7ewes in Babylon. Two of thoſe laſt three, Hag gai and Zechary 
uttered their Propheſies about the time that the Temple aA H- 
niſhed, in the foure firſt ycares of Darius bis reigns. Malachi 
who is the bſt of all the Prophets, propheſied anon after the 
Temple was built, as is evident by the maine ſcope of his Pro- 
phecie : Sthas he ay well be thought to have utt&cd/ his Pro- 
pheſie in the dayes of Darius, or in that time of eAriaxerxes 
reigne, wherein Ezra came firſt to Fernſalem. For Malacli is 
ſuppoſed to be Ezra, and called Malasli, becauſe he was the 
Leeds 9 (G . 
A for tho boiuf Hefen though it be placed aſter this of 
Nehemah, yet is it an Hiltory of many yeares before: for the 
things therein recorded were in the reigne of Alaſueru, of 
whom mention is made, Era 4.6. Ne ended his daycs fourſcore 
ſe: ett Nehemiah came ta Jernſalew, The Compiler ef-the | 
mtr then ofzimean placing Eſter after Nehemiah, Fpr Fer 
and. Nehemiah are one continued Hiſtory, which, ſets downe the 
reſtaurat ion of the Jewes after their captivity. Both were written 
by Eæra, and of old called 7 4 ff and ſecond bpok of E(drac: yea, 
by ths Fehr hep were both. brought into qe Valumne,, - 
For the foreſaid end of ſetling the State o 5 erer there 
wore three ſokmne comming of three famous perſons to eruſa- 
tem. The firſt was of E ęrubbalel, ho being a young man laid the 
foundation of the Temple in the reigne of Cyru, and being a 
old any og it in che reigne of Darius. The. ſecond wg of 
Exr0, aregdy derilei the Law of Muſes, whole comming was 
Al fundred thirty and three year es after the firſt, in the 
ſerenth yeare of Artaxerxes. He came to inſtruct the Fewer in the 
Fee kber he third was bf Nelemial thirzecne. yeares after 
r The end of bis commin Weep eprhs fit of God 
= the wall thereof, that Cons people might therein more free. 


ly 


* - 


bee the C , Mae of Nrn. 


Ke 
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*. abſcrve'Gods Ordinagces ami. xe im fftyant ſecurity rode ſuerm 22. One 


their enemies Whitinhe calha tiber he fouùd many Griewnecd 
in the State and ane ruteſſtd, 
theſe he reinoved: and witliall ſetled the Sabbarhs 2 

To ſhew whence he received his courage to doe N]habhe did; 
notwithſtanding the ſtrong and great” oppoſitions a him; 
it is oft noted in this booke, that his heart; wagon: Gd, to 
whom on all occaſions be preferrod er e eee 
progreſſe, and end of all. 

S0 ſoon as he heard of an occaſion of going to Feraſathe,'he 
made his prayer to God. It was the firſt rhinghegid; (Ever and 
anon was his heart liſt up unto! God in chb Progrofie;c — — 
particular inſtances thereof bet uixt his fitit and lafbproyer, 
expreſly noted in this Hiſtory, This Hiſtory i is enen u 
tho fame prayer that is in my Text. I 
+ Thus yon fee. how my Text is inſarted in che midſbaf this 

a8 Demonſtratiòt of the Support whercomthigUatrior 
reſted, and whereby he was GT ina 175 gran, diff 
cult, dangerous attempts. . Tus to! 
. May I in this Auditory have leave to give meo more & vue; 
after my ordinary uni plaine nianner; the Hun Ihterpre- 
tation and Lo ical Reſciut ioo the Text, a. more ready 
will be made thereby for tailmngand Te. Proper Naa 
gicall Ob ſervations thereout, . 

Fitſt, therefore of the ſence. 

The. word tranflated, 7 Hiulę, properly knife — 
So it is in other places tranllated even by theſe Tranſlators, and 
that fix times in this book applyed to God. * 

It importeth two things, 

1. To keepand hold fait in mind and memory 0 is once 
bin So it is oppoſed to forgetfulneſſe: * as) y the Lawy 
faith, Rawewirr und Forget: nt. 
2. Tocalt again to mind and memory what was ohe known, 
but after forgotten: in which ſence ſaith 'Pharasbs Butler, I dos 
remember mn fau{ss this dey. He had forgotten his faults, his im- 
' priforiment, bis dream; the — and iſſue chereof (all 
which ara ĩmplyed under this phraſe, The chiefs” Butler dia abt 


Remember) ot forgae lum But 


55 _ wiſe mons * 


Artaxerxes 40. 
Another be 
21 2 A & 


— l 7 


4 CA me. ! 2 
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Neh. 1.4. &ca 


* Neh. 2. . 

& 4 N.. 

& 5. 19. &. 14. 

& 13.14, 23, 
29% 


» 2 þ 
4. 71. 5 


Nehem. 1. 8. 

& 6.14. 
& 13.14, 22, 

29,3 i - 


Deut. g y. 


G ene 1. 7 
and 40. 23. 


ee preached ur the Jatt 7 


* 
. 


Best. 9 . 
Gen. 41.9. 


Act. 1 5. 18. 


Jer. 4 C1. 


Job 7.7. 
and 10.9. 
And 14.13. 
: nf 2) 1 
See Margin on 
Iſai. 62. 6. © 
Iſai. 43. 16. 
N 
Mal. 3. 16. 
arbęerreaup dg. 


ee mindiis faults; und what 
nn theſe ews 


ef reſpectua word derived from this — N for 
«Memorial: and for Records :'by which matters arc fo — 


This act of Ramemlring is in ſacred Scripture applyed to God 


Jo man properly in both the fore · mentioned acceptions. As 
the two pruafes dot ſhew. For to man it was faid, Remember 


yo two - 
| p Pars" a'man that ſaid, I doe remember my 
To God it is moſt properly applyed in the former ſignificati- 


on. For he ever faſt holds in memory and never forgets what ho 
once: knowes:: And Denne wato God are al bisWorkss from the 
beginning of the wrd. 

Yea, alſo in the latter ſignification it is oft attributed to God, 
as where it is laid, Dia not the Lord remember them? and came it 
vet into hi ind The latter phraſe ſneweth that the act of re- 
membring attributed to God in the former clauſe, is meant of 
calling to mind what was formerly knowne. Fob oft calleth on 
God te remember him in this ſence. In this reſpect God is ſaid to 
have Remembrancers : to whom he thus faith, Pat me in Remem- 
braces. end to this end he is ſaid to have a bod of Remembrance. 
But ſurely theſe things cannot be properly ſpokenof God. They 


are to be taken tropicaly, by way of reſemblance, after the manner 


of man. When men having forgotten a friend, neglect him, doe 
nothing for him, ſuſſer him to want, to be oppreſſed, to lye in pri- 
ſon; or remaine in captivity, but being put in mind that he is 
ſuch and ſuch a friend, doe good to him and ſuccout him, are faid 


to remember him: So God (when after long ſuffering his chil- 
dren to want ſuch and ſuch a bleſſing, or to lye under ſuch and 


ſuch a eroſſe, he beſtoweth on them the bleſſing which they fo 
long: aited fox, or freeth them from the eroſſe under which they 
hay ſo long). though he never forgat them, but knew and ſaw 
their want and prefſire, is ſaid to remember them. Thus he r0- 


NF 121 retained, as they are not loſt or forgotten: and by which it mat- 

Eſth. 6. . ters be forgotten they may be againe called to mind, as Aforde- 
da fnuhfulneſſe to the King being forgotten, was, by the Kings 
beating the-Recorar, t to hi min 


5 * 


before the Commons v Honſe of Parliament. Bhs 


—— — r 


—— 


8 


membred 12 bad — and the Hfratlires, 
who had long lyen under 

In briefe Nebewiah by this x x7 Thinks pon or Remember, 

iveendeth that God. dry deale with OA as he himſcltc 
might have aſſurance and others evidence, that God did thinke 
vpon wbt he did and well remember it. 

Thu Petition W FA of Gods good - will 
to him, but as reſting ſome evidence thereof. For 
what belcevers —.— God they they pray for: and what they 
"To ſa * 2 t to receive. 
| TD, 7 5 ciallaffiance on God, he re- 
Ander yt act of ood- ill to a ern in particular, by 

this clauſe, upon m, ws ph this Emphaſis, that though 
the Lord regarded not them who teſtified no hearty aff:Fion. to 
' himſclfe, his houſe or yet he would thinke upon him 
whole heart was ſet on all t T hinks on me. 
The next clauſe, 5 5 doth yet ſet out that his ſpe- 
ciall affiancc on God „is an ap propr 3 
an one as admits — chat are 0 ite quality. Nor this, nor 
_. theformer e ty, nor Ae, nor My is to be talen 
© excluſively, asi fhe exempted all but himſclfe from theſe privi- 
ledges, for before this, he deſireth God to thinke on others like 
himſelfe, thus, O Lord, 1 nga pop: 2 von wor care 8 
tive to the prayer of thy ſervant, ana to the prayer of thy ſervants w 
2 And though : ſometimes he expreſſe the 
relation betwixt God & himſelfe in the fi ian pam number, 72 Ges, 
yet bother times in the plurall number, thus, or G 
in the ſecond and third perſons, thus, your od, « 25 2 : 151 
God. 
Heuſech the firſt perſon and ſingular number ( God) to te- 
4 _Kifie the fall aſſurance <4 had of his own intereſt in God. He u- 
ſeth other perſons and the plurall number (His Cod, Our God, 
Tour God, Their God) to intimate the ſtrong perſwaſjonhe had 
)' ofothers like — in God, The former is {udicium cerritadi- 
vit an aſſed knowledg 
8 ble belicfe. That theſe two may ſtand together is eyident 
- phraſes joyned together, ' Thy God l ed: 77 fer 
my God and your od. 1 
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By 


den 20,22, 


Te 


Neh. . 11. 
Neh. oy . 
& 6.24: K. y. 
& 13·1 4, 23, 
29,31. 
oNeh. 4. 4,9, 
20. 


& 1318, 25, 


Nah. 8.9. 
d Neh. 13.26. N 
5 Neh. 2 3,45» 


e: the latter \ndicinm charitatis, a 9 ꝗ — 2 


w 37 
OY Ruch 1, 16 
" Loh. 20.17. 


N 
De iſtis dece n 
nomi ni bus lege 
Hier. Epiſ# a4 
Marcel 
See alſothe 
Churches con- 
queſt on Exod» 
17.15. Sec. 7 2. 
— 
977 
Verbatim Dij 
creavit. 
Gen. Tl, 
O Pater,6 bo- 
minam, divuumq 
eterna poteſt as. 


Ying e, have (though melt dijuRly ant fach 


i reg omnipo. - 


eng Neptune 
#:U0co, Cic 
Ta/c. 1.4. 

* Ovid. Met. l. 1. 
Javir autu & 
arbitrio calu m, 
terra, mariaq; 
regu tur, Cic. de 
Fin, 


By the way take notice, that then ention which I made of rhe 
ſingular number, hath. teſpect ta che 0 
the in ebe ritl] 


gods, as h eternity, bmdipotency, E creation of Heaven and 
Earth, ! divine providence, and other the like. But it never 
came into the mind of any Idolater to imagine his god to be 


three in one. The Trinity in Dnii is x myſtery of myſtories, 


making much to the honour of him bat is kno ne and believed 

. n 
By it alſo we know and beleeve that the Spirit which procec= 

deth from the Father and the Son, and helpeth our infirmities, 


erubleth us to doe the will of God and eſtabliſheth us againſt all 


aſſaults, is true Cod: and that the Sonne of God, the only begot- 
ten of the Father, the Meuliatour betwixt God and man, is true 
God: and that the Father to whom we have acceſſe for all need- 


full ble ſſing, is true God. Thus we have not many gods for ma- 


na? 
3 Sam. 7. 28. 
1 Kin. 8.68. 


ny purpoſes ; but one God for all turnes. One to enable us to go 
to the throne of grace: One to mediate for us there: One to ac- 
-cept us there, all one God. Is not this a comfortable myſterie ? 


But this by the way. 15 1 
Ther i5r uli be delireth his God to rhinke upon him, is fer 
gaad. The Hebrew word property Hale goodneſſe, and is ſo 
tranſlated in ſundry places, oft in the P/almes and Prophers. Some 


therefore here take it for a property in God, and the cauſe or 


r 


4th. 


WY 


ground of his faith and bope, and of all blefling : as if he: had thus 
expreſſed it, Thinks on me for thy gaodueſſe /aks, This is init {elia 
a good ſence, and anſwerable to this of. David. Remember thos 
ene for thy goodneſſe ſake o Lord, But in my Text the particle of 
relation to God, (2%) is not expreſt, and the prepoſition ? ex- 
preſſed, admits not that ſence, Therefore the LXX, Greeke in- 
terpreters, the ancient Latine and ſundry o her trapflate it as our 
Engliſh, for goed: in like manger is this very word with this pre- 
poſition turned (G en. 50. a0.) ante good, Thus it ſets downethe 
end why he would have God to thinke on him, namely, ſome 
good, bencfit, bleſſing to himſelfe. That this is here intendod, 
Is further evident by that which followcs, according to all tba l 
have done, &c. * | 9 re 43 Yy ur 

Looke upon your bookes and ye will find this word, according, 
in another character, which, ſheweth that it is not in the Origi- 
nall, as indeed it is not. Some therefore joyne theſe two words, 
good, all, together, thus, for good of all that { have dene. This ex- 
poſition might well ſtand, but that there is an accent or pauſe au-: 
nexed to the former word, which diſtinguiſheth ſentences, or at 
leaſt the parts of a ſentence, Something therefore mult be un- 
derſtood to make up the latter part of this ſentence :: and ſurely 
our Engliſh hath hit upon thefitte(t; ſupplement, as the ancient 
Latin, and ſandry other languages The particle (according) here 


- 


ſupplied, is oft on like occaſions expreſſed, as where the Pſalmiſ 


faith to God, Thou rendereſt to every man according to his morkes, 
By this ſupplement no merit, but the kind or quality, and mea» 
ſure or quantity of reward is intended. In regard of the Hat, 


whatſoever 4 ma „the 
wheat hal erden : he that ſoweth ares ſhall reape tares: 


He that ſs Weth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape corruption : but he 


that ſoWeth to the ſpirit, ſhell of the ſpirit reape life everlaſting, Iure- 
gard of the mcaſure, He which ſoweth bountifully ſhall rogpe. baunti- 


fully. ES 7 v4} 3 nens nh 21 
Therefore he adds the next generall partiele Al, for All: com- 


priſeth many things under it, and excludeth opt any atall. . * 
That which he pleads of his owne doingin this hene M 
lane dong) is mti to he tal neo gars wPhis-entoabliy in 
15 cliarion of 


doth. 3 but fo the mani the mn 
15 bs „„ [ii 


Weth, tha ſtall be alſo reape, He that ſoweth 


pfal. 23. 7. ; 


rue 
1n bonum. 


In bonum omi - 
um que feci. 
MINS 
Diſtinguit me- 
diam ſententi- 
am, & reſpon» 
det colon. 


Secundumn om - 
nia. 

bal. 62 13. 
Ne 
Gal. 6. 7 8. 


2 Cor.. S. 


9˙ 


he 


. — . —ͤ„ — a — 


8 


2” _ _— 
. CC * 
. - 


neun previchid «rhe lane F 
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Zech. 4. 8. 
1 Cor.: 5. 10. 


dyd vy 
m7 
Exoderg. Fo 


— — bel 
nor er and Saint 4. 
2 —— 54 they al Tn, 1. but the grace of God 
Which was with me. © 

For further am lification of what he did, he adds the perſons 
in whoſe behalfe be did all that he did, for this people, He moancs 
hereby the Jeet, among whom he then was, and thercupon as 
pointing at them, he oſech a double demonſtrati ye particle, as if 
to the full it had bin thus expreſſed, for this people, even this, Well 
might he ſet this emphaſis upon that people, becauſe at that time 
=P owe the only Church of God, a peculiar wrealure me 

ve 

Thus have you the plaine meaning of che Text, nch YON 

The ſumme of all in two words is, 50 

Saints Support. 

Which is in one word GOD, 
This Support of Sainer is [et downei in forme of a Petitions... | 
Therein is expreſſed. 

1, The Perſon petitioned, 

2. The Pint prayed, 
The Perſon is — in THC 
1. By his generall title, GOD, 

2. By his peciall relation, T. 
In the Point prayed 15 ye may obſerve, 

1. The Kind 

2. The End 
The Kind points at, 

1. AncA@ deſted of God, THIN x 0 N. 

2. The ſpeciall Oëiject thereof, ME. 
The Eud is, 

Irs Generally N FOR GO 2 D. 


| amplified 
In — amplification are diſtinaly ſee 8 : 


2. The gr HAT 1 HAVE DONE. 

3.The Kal, C CORDING To. 

3. The Extem, A LL, | | 

——— THIS 4 E. 5 

Thinks upon me, my God, for good, according to all that 1 ; 
ee. The 


„ hm — „. . * — — 


before i thei cm Houſe of. Parliament. 


The Obſervations bence atiſi ing are e theſe. 1 
I, GOD » the Support of Saints. Thw Saint by ire Sing mY 


"tis Petion to God, gives inſtanee hereoſf. 4 


II. The LORD i a peculiar GOD to 4 Belnever. This ＋ 
rote - 


1 1 Mx. voy uttered by a Beleever in 


rence to , evinceth as much 
III. GOD hath Remembraxcers, lie that, faid toGod, Thinks 


upon, or Reniember, was ſuch an one, 


III. 90D mind i ſooneft. drawne to bu owne, He that 


could ſay, my God, was one of Gods owne, and therenpon was 


perſwaded to ſay to his God, Thinke upon A E, in confdene 


that God would ſoon ſo doc. 
v. Prayer may be made fir ones owne good, This pro for good! 


intends as much, 
VI, Workes may be pleaded before ws So doth he that i in his 


prayer to God thus pleads, that I bave 


VII. Mars wor bes are the rule of God. reward. This is implied 


; by the word fitly ſupplycd, according. 


VIII. every thing Well done ſhall. be rewarded. This generall 


q particle All, extends to every good worke, TW intends Tach an 
extent of reward, 


Aa 4, 


IX. 228 ood done to GODS pe people — 4. Thus d 
eſted, as by the expteſſionof this people, fo by the empha- 
i added thereto, tha. people, even this. 
Theſe are the principall intendments of this Text. | 
That ye may the better diſcerne the true aud juſt ground of. 
all theſe points, and eſpecially of this Patriots confidence,wheres- 


by he was enboldened to put his God in mind, to chin os him 


for g 00d, according to all that he had done for his people, I ſuppoſe 
it Sl not be impertinent, nor yet ty ns mg to give you a 
briefe view of ſuch particular acts dong by him, as ate in this. 
book diſtinctly ſpecified from the beginning to my Tank Here» 


by ye may have a pertinent patterne for Juſtification of jyhat ye: 


have done, and direction for what remaines yet to be done + and: 
withall ye may ſee in what courſes and cauſes ye may with con- 


fidence depend on your God, and Gf TR ar cad fr: 


good, according to all that We have 


1. The firſt particular noted of 2 A an auf mg ane | 


—__—_— 


10 
5 


— — na ey — 


n 2 


1 0 ©" Sermon preached as the Ine Faſt N 


Tenoti nalla 
cupide. 


Neh, 1.4 
1 Cor. 12. 26. 


Judg. 10. 16. 
Iſai. 6 3. 15. 
Hoſ. 11.8. 


Amos 6. 1, &c. 


Nehem. 1. 4. 


1 Sam. 13.12. 


A Tovepripci- 
pium. 


oy after the State of the Church, how it fared with her. So ſoone 
us he heard that Hui and others were come from Judah, he . 
hed tleus concerning the genes, and . He him- 
ſelſo was in a fafe-and ſecure place: He had the favour of the 
greateſt Monarch then on Barth: yet he thought not that enough : 
he muſt know how the Church deth. By this enquiry he came 
to'know whit otherwiſe, it may be, he ſhould never have 
knowne : and then the Church might have wanted all that good 
which he did for it. What eye ſees not, or care heares not, heart 
rucs not. Naturall men are in a moſt wofull plight : But becauſe - 
they know nothing of it, they are no whit moved withit, nor 
care to ſecke any rẽdreſſe for it, Many do nothing for the Church, 
becauſe they know nothing of the Church, Be we therefore 
inquiſitive after it. 

2. That which he heard of the Churches diſtreſſe wroughe 
much compaſſion in him: For he fate down and wept, and monrned 
certain dapes. By this ſympathy he fhewes himſelſ a true mem- 
ber of tie Church. ene member ſaffer, al the members ſuffer with 
1. This cannot but beſeem the beſt, For of God himſelſe it is 
thus ſaid, His ſiule was grieved for the affliction of Iſrael, In ſuen 
caſes his bowels are ſaid to (ound : aud his heart to be tarned Within 
Art thou Lord ſo ed, and afflicted at our mifery, and 
we no whit moved with our own or others diſtreſſes? ror, faith 
the Prophet, woc to them that are at eaſe, & c. that ftretch themſelves 
_ their couches, and «ate the Lambes out of the flock : that chant to 
the ſound of the dial: that drinke Wine in bowles,and anoin themſelves © 
with the chiefe oinrments: but they are not grieved for the affiiition of 

hk,” What good can be expected from ſuch fencelefle diſpoſi- 
tions 2: That ſſion which was wrought in this Patriot, ſet 
him om work, to doe all that good which he did for the Church. 


— — alſo in bin.. | 
Before he attempts any ching, he goes to God. Firſt to God. 
then to tbe King. 7 prayed, faith he, before the God of Heaven, 
— — — r 8 NG am 
crite, could makethis apology for his overthaſty ſacrice, 
Philiſtives wilt oownt down now up ce eee l, r 
wade ſapplication mne br Lord. The very Ffeathen did uſe to be- 
gin all with their god. Should not we Chriſtians ſo doc with 
2 ” we 8 . our 


— 


i F* 


— 


| Z 


# 


| 5 to mind, ot craving and obtaining — for tis ſatne; and 


ee — — 


* 


A not his ordinary morning and evening — Thas — 2 
was T in the Law. . Wes tobe Exo. 1 3,39. 
Num. a8 J: & c. 


_— — — 4 che and crater of 
nin crening o n the2 19. ters 
we where thoſe extt  dacrifices on their ſeverall re => — f 


dayes are expreſiy ſet dotyne, Ek -proviſe:(befide rho rut & 39, 6, 11,16, 
burut offering ) is fifteen times irepeated;. Oed and ca- 19532425928, 
ordinary prayer joyned together, will adde life und power each 35 5954 
Fr 
Y paration to the conan e ordinance and the evening ordi- 
. nay prayer a meanes of calling our failings in the extraordinary 


curing a bleſſing in all. As for extraordinary prayer 

with faſting, it was never performed (if at leaſt it eterighely 

1 — without ſome more then ordinary bleſſing. That 
ivell which cannot other wiſe be caſt ont, may be c a by Matth. 17.21. 

ny falling. What therefore Cod hab Belege, ler ne 


par afunder. 
"Fright here andy ſet out the: Guei nes of hi 
powerfull praytr, a: usa TIE? & 6 416. 414 28 11911071 12 8 
N x. Hufen preamble, wherebpbe tewenFhove 
we akon ro gone te govt oe fi me 
a mixture of frare 
"== . 2 
yea, 1 wy 
. wavy . fes 4 


C2 3. His 


6 


18 


* 


ann preathed at the Life Faſt 


_ r r rs ID Ir ET _— 


"Netem.1.9,9: 3. His preſſing Gods own Promiſe, whereby he tabtificth on 


ver. 10. 


R. 11. 


Nehem. 2.4. 


Bx0d.14:15, 


G 


- 


fervency. This frequently and heartily uſed argueth an heavenly: \; 


di pheadi f!!! aire vobtwite Got 

ie His pleadi iall relation which was betwixt God 
mie — be prayed, thus, T beſe are thy ſervants, and 
88 By this he gives proof that the mat ke he aimes at is 


5, His putting God in mind of his former dealing with them, 
us, Whom thow haſt redtemed;8:c, This: ſhewes, that by God 

himſelf, and his former dealing with them, he is put on to com- 

mend their cauſe to him. . : 
«6. His quickning of his own ſpirit, by bis earneſt, ardent ex- 


Ly preſſion his mind. 


2: But it being my ſe only to cull out ſuch diſt inct acts of 
bis as ene e — him for good, it might 
hinder my purpoſe to inſiſt on every particular eircumſtance in 
thoſe ſeverall acts, that are recorded ot bim. 
L returns therefore to my principall purpoſe, e. 
when the King gave him occafion to make his mind knowne to 
bim, he inſtantly prayed to tbe God of Heaven : Not by turning 
aide and uttering any words to God, but by lifting up his heart 
to God. This is called an cj culation of the ſpirit: when che 
ſpirit within a man caſt eth up a ſudden deſire to God. This ſuli- 
den deſire might be, that God would direct him in ordering bis 
deſite to the King, and that God would encline the Kings heart 
to grant bis deſira. do much was before thus expreſſed, Grant me 


merz ia ibe. ſight ef this man, minning the King. This may be as 


fer vent and Ruonalent , as a folemne: prayer uttered with the 
Ache nadel ef ark —— Moſes ſpirit; when —— 
in the middeſt of tha people, and encouraging them agai 4. 
raobs fur ious hoſte — them: He — 
et yet of thiat j aculat irn, or inward: defire; ſaith + 
ciel ihm unt me ? which phraſe implyeth great 


ind, and holy ſamiliarity with God ; This is one way where · 
- eren by the neadineſſt of ti 


, by we may pray reh: 
heart to pray at all Ries, in all plagts;onali oecgtions, en we! 


- 


8 2 king, 


. arealohe, or ini company, in conference, reading, ſtudying; Wor- 


#) 


* 


before the Commons Honſe of Parliament. 


king, or doing aay other lawfull thing. Thus may I now in 
i, preaching, pray: thus may you even now in hearing, pray. Aſſu . 
redly, if we were well diſpoſed hereunto, we might have much 
better ſueceſſe in many things we doe, then we have. What good 
ſucceſſe had this Patriot hereupon? God moved the King to 
grant wbatſoever he deſired. In ſending, in delivering petiti- 
ons to roy King on earth, Pray to the G OD. of Heaven, as We- 


8 Together with all ſorts of prayer to God, he uſeth humane 


helps. He gratefully acknowledgeth the Kings former favour: 


He humbly ſupplicateth leave to goe to udab: he deſireth a ſafe 
convoy: he craveth the Kings Letters patent for all uſefull and 
needfull Timber out of his Forreſts. All theſe were lau full 
meanes: and ſuch meanes are the hand of Gods providence, 


whereby he bringeth matters to paſſe. It is true indeed, that 
Alan liveth not by bread alone: meanes alone without Gods bleſ- 
ſing doe no good. as fault conſiſted not ſimply. in this, that 
in his diſeaſe he ſought tothe Phiſtiaus, but in this, that he ſought 
"7+ not tothe Lord, A woe is denounced againſt thoſe that take coun- 
ſell, but not of the Lord, and that cover With a covering, but nat of his 

\. Spirit. But true allo it is, that where meanes are meet to be uſed, 
4 God will not bring matters to paſſe without meanes. In the 
great danger whercin Paul, and all in the Ship with hien were, 
God promiſed that there ſhould be no loſe of any mans lift among 
them: yet When the Ship-men (who are an eſpeciall Reins of 
helpe in feare of wreck) were abowt to fly out of the Ship, Paul aid 


Except theſe abide in the Ship, ye cannot be ſe ved. It will thi efore =" £ : 


be our wiſdomo to obſerve in the matters that we ent prize, 


ehem. 2,8. 


Neh. 2 5. 
ver 7. 
ver. 8. 


Deut. 8.3. 


2 Chro. 16,12, 


Iſai. 30. 1. 
31.1. 


what law full meanes may be helpfull. thereto, and with prayer 


Fa ing without the uſe of means we tempt Od, , |. 
„He goes himſelfe tö the. place where he intended to doe 


8 — 2 7. He e od +> 2 | b 2 
02 « 7 came to feruſalem, ſaith he. W he had to 


Fade be tb y done, moved him to go himſelſe about 
it, and not to put it off to others. If men, of place and po 

be wich well 1e Church zpd Stats, hrt ib thinded, 

f would notbs ſo n ty matt 

Kall out. The Shunamite would not 2 1 

2 | 3: 


5 


ty et 
Prophet, till be bim- King. 4.30 
; yautas;” $4430 1 


5 ; to. uſe the ſame, By uſing meanes without prayer we preſume; by 


14 


7 Somos e lus 7 


Oculas Domini 
paſcit equum. 


Nehem. 2. ü 3. 


P, atriar ch. Abr. 
I. 1. c. 6. 


Nehem. 2, 17. 


Malteram wa. 


ſelfe went to her child. His ſervant went with his ſtaffe, but ef- 
fected nothing; When be himſelſe came, the deed was foone 
done! A difference betwixt a Gentleman that holdeth his land in 
his owyne hands, and ſcarce raiſeth np, fo much as the ordinary 
rent amounts to, and the Farmer, who beſide the rent, raiſeth up 

a good lively hood, herein lyeth; That the Gentleman lying in bed, 
or following his pleaſures, ſaith to his ſervants, Goe Sirs, inten- 
ding that they ſhonld go about his work: But the Farmer faith, 
Gaw Sirs, that is, Goe We, together, or goe with me. This Pro- 
verbe,The eye of che Maſter makes the horſe fat, intendeth as much, 
This may be a good er N Goyernours, te us Miniſters, 
and to aſł that have the charge of matters of moment. | 

8. He himſelfe taketh an eſpeciall view of the ruines of Jeraſa- 

lew, I went ont by night, ſaith he, aud viewed che Wals of I eruſalem, 
Which wers broken donne, &c. He had heard thereof before: but 


now he was an eye · witneſſe; and this increaſed his — 1 


enflamed his zeale, and ſtirred him up more diligentiy 
throughly to repaire the ruines, and make up the breaches 
which he bad ſeen with his owne eyes. Sight of diſtreſſe is of 
great force to work on the aff:ctions, and to procure ſaccour, The 
Samaritanc Who came Where the Wonnded man Was, and [aw him, bad 
compaſſion on him, and ſuccoured him, Doe ye likewiſe hat ye 
can, to take ſpeciall notiee of the particular caſes of ſuch as aro 

in diſtreſſe, that nothing beguile you, nothing be concealed from 


you. Cos tg priſons, viſit thefick, caſt your eycs on miſercble 


ob 


vatu Fife 


| 


— 


8 


— 132. Them whom he incited to affiſt him, he entbmaged 


. 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 


JT 15 


Land-ratc, Loanes, and other meanes uſed for aſſiſtance from 
ethers in the weighty works yon have in hd. 


rics as ſought te blaſt all bis intents and endeavours. en 
Sanballat aud others laug bud them to ſcorne, and dei piſed them, he with 
a confident ſpirit ſaid J he God of Heaven he Will proſp̃er ne, Theres 
fore We bis ſervants Will ariſe and, -Bekald his courage, behold 
the ground thereof. Me Will ariſe and bxild::O undaunted Spirit 
God wil proper us: a ſure and ſaſe ground. If in any thing ye 
imitate this Patriot, herein imitate him. Be not di 
adverſaries, err God openeth a great and eſfecluall doors to his 
ſervants there will be many adverſaries : But in nothing be tirtifi- 
ed by thew: and that ye may in nothing be terrified by them, fo 
pcs your confidence on God, as ye may in faith ſay, The God of 


— 11. In an boly zeale, and juſt indignation, he impreeates ven- 


ticular perſons, yet againſ{ their miſchievous praCiſts we fu. 


— 10, He manife inyinctble courage againſt ſuch adverſs- | 


Neh. 119, 20. 


1 Cor. ts. g. 
Phil. 1. 18. 


N ehem. 44 . 


Luk. 9. 54, 5 1. 


Asen preached at the late Faſt 


Nehem. 2. 20. 
and 4,14. 


2 Cor, 1,4, © 


Luk. 22.32. 


Neh. 4. 8, 1 1, 12 
Ver, g, 16,17, 
. 221,23. 


Neh. 5. 1, &c. 


ver. 6, &c. 


that by the ſame ground of encouragement whereby he himſelfe 
was encouraged. He was encouraped by his confidence on God 
and thus he encourageth others. Be not ye afraid of them, remem- 
ber the Lord, Who is great and terrible. To ſuch a purpoſe tends 
this of the Apoſtle, God comforreth us in all our tribulations, that We 
y be able to comfort them Which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
ewith We aur ſelves are comforted of God, Ye that are ſtrong, 

doe what ye can to ſtrengthen others: Ye whoſe ſpirits are lotty | 
and ſteddy, lift up and hold up the ſpirits of others: put courage 
into others, ye that are men of courage, This was Chriſls ad- 
vice to Peter, When thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy brethren, &c. 


13. Ia an extraordinary caſe he uſeth extraordinary diligence 


and vigilancy. The manifold miſchievous plots of their adverſa- 
ries ſhewed their danger to be more then ordinary. In this caſe, 
he ſet a watch againſt them day and night : One halſt of bis ſervants 
Wroxght in the Worke, the other baife held offenſive and defenſive Wea- 
peut. Every Workman Wrought with one hand, and With another held 
4 Weapon, they had'a trumpet to draw them all to the place of danger ; 
t ily Watched from the riſing of the Morning till the Starres ap- 
peared : none of them put off their clothes, ſaving that every one put 
them off for waſhing. Is not now the more then ordinary paines, 
watching, looſing meales meat, defenſive proviſion, and diligenee 
uſed by our Parliament, is it not every way watrantable and com- 
mendable? Have we any cauſe to complaine thereof ? Have we 
not juſt cauſe to bleſſe God therefore? 
14. Ne redreſſes home- grie v mces. He thought ĩt not enougn 
to ſecure the City from publike enemies, unleſſe alſo he caſed the 
common people from the oppreſſion of their Governours, For 
there was 4 great cry of the people and of their wives agaiuſt their 
brethren the Jewes, who were Governours, and had power over 
them. The particulars of their complaints arc expreſly related. 
This good Patriot heares them all, is much offended at the wrong- 
doers, adviſcth about redreiſe, and ſo orders the matter, that for 
the wrong done, reſtitution and ſatis faction is made; and for the 
future, order is taken that there be no more ſuchgrievances. 

Ve that juſtly have obtained the name of ge Patriots, and 
bave begun te redreſſe many 'gricvances, goe on in that good 
worke, till through Gods bleſſing and your endeavours it by 

brought 


— 15. Herclieycd ſuch as were in d iltreſſe. 1 t was nat a has 


4 


—— — - 5 


brought to ſome: good perfection, as Nehemial's was. Heure 
complaints,receiyc Petitions, examine Accuſations, punithiDe- 
linquents, cauſe reſtitution.of that which is unjuſtly taken away, | 


aud ſatis faction for that which is wrongfully, done; tobe made. 


Te are now the great Judges of this land: and of old it was 7, 

ſaid, that the Altar and Rom are as one, in that ſuch as are wron- 38 
ged fly to the one and the other for ſuccor. Such was 7567 pra- enim autumn 
.Qtiſe. I delivered, faith he, the poore that crpod, au the fatherleſſe, confugiunt qui 
and him that had none to help him, Remembrance hereof mach 7 _ 
comfortcd him againſt his tricnds unjuſt calumnies in the depth 42 2 
of his great miſer ies. . 224571235 lob 29.12. 
ſiicall brag; but a know ne truth, which he thus ptofeſſeth ofhim- <5 
ſelfe, We after aur ability have redeemed our brethren, &c. To im Nh. 3. t. 
it ſeemed not ſufficient to redreſſe the wrongs which others ha 
done, and to take off the heavy burdens which others had laid up- N 
on the backs of their poore brethren (which was a great priviti nne 
good) unleſſe alſo poſitively he relieved with money, corne, and 
other neceſſiies, and that gratis, ſuch as were in need. 1 40 

Hereby we ſee how farre our works of mercy ought to extend. 

This to the life is thus exemplified. by a Prophet, in the name -\ 1s © 
the Lord : /s not this the Faſt that I have choſen, to looſe the bend; of IIa. 58.6. 7. 
wickganeſſe, to undoe the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed ge- 

free, and that ye breake every yoake? (Though this be moſt - 

ly meant of redreſſing ſuch wrongs, as men themſelves 3 

way it alſo be extended to redreſſing the wrengs which others 

do; but ſor the point which we have in hand, marke what fol- 

lowes) Itit not to breaks thy bread to the hungry, au that than b 

the poor that are caſt ont, to thy houſe, &c, This is the extent ot 

charity. a 


— 16. He brought them to a ſolemne covenant and oath to bind 


them to that good order that he had made, leſt they ſhould ſtare: Lid 
from it. It is Frog expreſſed, 1 tooke an oath of them that they fhonld, Net TY 


doe according to their promiſe. ¶ Their promiſe was this, We m 
reftore them, and will require nothing of them : e Will We dee n thou 


aft. Vea he made a terrible imprecation againſt every one that 
5 5 tert Feen bh feared leaſt in hie abſence, when 
< tho 


e " 
d inthe time limited returne to the King, they woald: 
D returne 


W 


od 


A Sermon preached at the tate Faſt 
? * . . ( 


Neh.$.4 4,15+ 

Siclus S. Scrip 
ture ponderabat 
ftateremunum, 

ſeu ſemiunciam 
Shind. d 

re 


accepifent ab 
eis 40 ſiclot ar- 
genti, olim con- 
ffitutos ducibus 
pro victu (no. 
Patabl 
ſummum jus 
umma injuries 
tic. O ſfic. l. 1. & 
Orat. Pr 0 ur. 
Neh. 5. 16˙ 
Neh. 2.8. 


retume to their former exactions and oppreſſions. Therefore he 
would hereby reſtraine them. A pious and prudent courſe. The 
like courſe we reade to be taken by Aha, u ho bound his people 
by Covenant and Oath to temaine faithfull with rhe Lore. 
This is the rather to be noted for juſtification and commenda- 
tion of the courſe which both Houſes of Parliament have taken, 


about bringing moſt of this Land into a ſolemne Covenant. The 


Lord make men faithfullin keeping it, and give a happy Hire 
thereto. | 

17. For the peoples good in their neceſſity he remitted of his 
own right. For he was by the King appointed a Governonr ; and 
Governours had allowances due to them, which former Gover- | 
nours bad taken: By reaſon hereof they were chargeable to the pro- 
ple, and had taken of them bread and wine, beſide forty ſhekels of filver 
{that is, fire pounds ſterling ; for a ſhekell is halfe an ownee, | 
which makes two ſhillings ſixe pence : They exacted the fore- 
aid bread and Wine, t hat is, all manner of proviſion, (“ befides the 
forty fekels, which was their ſet allowance) But, faith he, from 
the time that I was appointed to be their Governonr, I and my brethren ' 
have not eaten the bread of the Governonr. He renders this reaſon 


- hercof, becanſe of the feare of God. 


+1 They therefore that feare the Lord will belike minded: they 
will not vver-{tritly ſtand upon their right, eſpecially in times 
of neceſſity, and caſes of extremitty. Over-ſtri& ſanding upon 
right may prove a great oppreſſion. 

18. He, though a Governour, did besre a part in that which 
he required others to doe. 7 alſo, ſaith he, continued in the worke 
of the wall © neither bongbr we any Land: and all my [ervants Were ga- A 
thuredrhicher unto the Works. He had done much for them throngh 
the Kings favour to him, and through that power and authority 
which the King had given him: For he obtained for them as 
much timber as was need full out of the Kings Forreſt : He drew 
enotharsthat were able to help on the bailding of the wals: He 
made ſpeeciall proviſion for their ſecurity againlt their adverfaries: 

He did many other good turnes for them ; yet ſo long as there 
rere further be done by him or his, 
all chat he had dene, though it were much, feed | 


* 


to 


HS A ; * . * ſos 4 NG N rn * PF r EEG ten An: 
fakes ccc ö 6 NES to 
8 * 8 — * ' # . 5 "4 3 


1 


| 


— 


11 1 
A worthy patterne this is to ſuch as have done much'good, to 

obſerve whether yet there be au/ thing ee Ger may 066 

more good, Let un net be weary in oll. dung. ln 


— 159. He was given te Hoſpitality, and uſed it Withont grudging, 
My hr Pegs, T able — 23 fifty of the Jewes : 

23 he cntcrtained all of all ſorts: ſuch as had their habitations 

5, and f1ch as were ſtrangers and eame out of other 

countries. Thus he made his entertainment not onely. a worke 

ol coarteſie in affording it to Neighbours and Rulers, who might 
havc provided for themſelves :'but alſo of charity in extending it 
ta ſtrangers. How bountifull he was therein is made evident by 
the daily proviſion prepared for thoſe purpoſos, as one Or, fix 
chaice Sheepe : alſo Foules ones in ten des, and ſtore of al ſorts of 
wine. Hoſpitality to ſtrangers as well as others, is ſo acceptable 

, i toGod, as he ſent Angelt with bleſſed tydings to be gueſts to 

; ſuch perſons : and Chriſt reckons up this worke of charity in ſpe- 

ciall and by name among thoſe which he doth moſt abundantly 

recompence. | 
I will conclude this particular with that exhortation which 
- gave upon anothers act of Hoſpitality , goe and dis lilę- 
wiſe. ; , 

— 20, Whatſoever he did, he did in reſpect to God. He ex- 
pected no reward fiom man: nor did he propound any bie- en is 
to himſelfe: nor did any thing on bie- reſpects. My Text gives a 

plain demonſtration hereof. For thereby we ſee that his mind 

| vas fixed on his God. On God hecals to think upon him, from 

God he expects his reward for all that he had done. How m: 

Nelemiabi, how many good and zealous Patriots would this and 
other Kingdomes have, if we had many men of place and parts 

' i, minded? Every one that minds God in every good thing that 

be doth, and expects his reward from him, in fach a way, after 

uch a manner as Nehemiah did, may with like confidence ſay to 
God, Thinks on me my GOD for good, according 70 all that I L 

3 le dlon of the principall sets of this Patriot,” 5 

B this reco | rineipall this Patriot, you 

ſee what remarkable matters he did: what difficultics and 4 

gers hee paſſed thorow, what ä and emboldned _— 
. 2 


- 


*%. 


8 
3 


Rulers, beſides thoſe that came unto them from among the Heathen, So N 


Gal. 6. 9. 

S fol c 
Rom. 12.130. & 
ch. f. 47 
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Gen. 1 8. 1 &c. 
& 19.1. &c. 
Heb. 3.3. 


Mat. 25. 34,3 J. 


Luk. 10.37 
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ene preached at-the late Faſt 


ſtand againſt ſo many, mighty, malignant adverſarics as he met 

| withall. and what 4 the happy iſſue of all. Hereby alſo you 
may further ſee what becomes worthy Patriots to doe: what 
vνν Ie · dangers and difficulties they may meet withall : (for what excel- 
_ {cnt worke is not environed with many difficulties, yea and dan- 
dart { 2 gers too?) with what courage and conſtancy they ought to ſtand 


ee enen againſt malignant parties: on whom they may ſecurely place 
— their confidence: and on what ground any one may ſay, Thinke 


vue & e. en me m GOD, for good, according to al that / have done for this 
Tie pod. people. 

Thus have I brought ycu againe to my Text: which (as you 
heard before) affards many conſiderable Obſervations. So much 
time hath bin ſpent in ſetting out the patterne of a worthy Patri- 
ot, as there can be no expectation of handling all the nine Do- 
Arincs collected out of this Text. The firſt is the chiefeſt of all 
and N Fr the pith of all the reſt within it. May I bare li- 
| and ability to touch upon it, I will give place to my reve- 
rend Brother, that with greater ſtrength may hold out the ſolem- 
nization of this daies humiliation, 

The firſt Obſervation is this, 

God is the Support of Saints, 

1. He is a Support, becauſe he is God, LOU 
2. He is ſo to Saints, becauſe he is a peculiar God to them. 
| J. Saints know it to be ſo, in that they are Gods Remembrancers, _ 
and call upon him to thin upon them. 18 
4. Saints with more confidence reſt on God for Support, be- | 
caule his mind is ſooneſt drawne to them: whereupon: every 
Saint faith to God, thinks upon me. = 
5. Their expectation of geod from God further ſhewes, that. 
they take him for their Support. 
6, Their pleading of their workes before God, gives further 
proofe to the pine. Wy p | 
. The rather in that their works are tho rule according to 
which God rewards tbem. IF | 
8. And in that he rewardeth every good worke of theirs,  -.... 
. And finally, in that God hath moſt and beſt reſpe&to that 
which is done to bis hahe. ns 

© Thus you ſee bow the eight ſubſequent Doctrines have an eye 

| to 


1 


vii they carry about them. They are (to uſe the woman of 


7 


of 


* 


before the. Commons Howſe of Rarliament. 
tothe firſt: ſo25 I bad cauſe toy, that the fuſt compriſeth. the 
cl and dingy 


. ” 


pichgfall the reit within it. I comę noy dir 


to handle it by it ſelfe. It is hie. 
| God is the Support of Saint. 
Many, many Epithites attributed t6 him in facred Scripture, . pc 4.6. 
are as ſo many proofs of the point: ſuch as theſc, Refuge, Houſe & 31. . 
of defence, *, Shelter, c Ferrreſſe, high T omer, Buckler, Rocks, à Hi. & 61.3. 
ding place, © Saviour, Redeemer, i Deliverer, i Halper, Rewarger, . 18.2. 
yea i Salvation, k Redemption," Help, ® Exceeding great Reward, A - Bi 2 
Theſe latter Epithites being in the abſtract (bs is ſhewed For anus. 
that all Salvation, Redemption, Helpe and Reward ariſe onely g & 54.4. - 
and wholy from him) add much Emphaſis to the poiit. h Heb. 11.6. 
There are two eſpeciall grounds there. P. 1. 


: 1 ir su : k x Cor. 1. 30. 
1. Saints taking God to be their Support. ew — . 


m Gen. 13 I. 


2. Gods undertaking to be to his Saints, what they take 
him to be. 222 £f1 112 Atti ü ag [5 
Io him on all occaſions they have recoyrſc for Support: ang 
He anſwerably ſupporteth them that have recourſe to him. He 
never faileth them that ſeek him. e eee 
5 R. to take God for their Support... 
1. The many enemies and dangers whereunto they arg here 
ſubject. This world is a wilderneſſs full of wild and ravenous 
Beaſts. All ſorts of wicked men are thoſe wild and ravenous 
Beaſts: they are as Lyons, Tigers, Bears, Wolves, and ſuch like. 
Saints are as Sheep and Lambes. In alluſion . 
Behold I ſend you forth a4 Sbecpe in the nora high pet. This their 
condition in this world makes them ſecłe for à Suppott. 
2. Their owne manifold infirmities by reaſon of the fleſſi 


Mat. 10. 16. 


T choabs phraſe) as Water ſpilt upon the ground, which cmot be ge- 1 Sam. 1 14 
Vi ik % 1 — a more pertinent compariſon, 759 2 — 
25 a Vine full of moſt ſweet and uſefull fruit, yet fo weake, as it 
cannot ſtand of it ſelfe, without a frame, or ſome other ſt * 
to beare it up · The weakenefſe of Saints makes them ſeck for 2 
ſtrong ſupport : which they know God to hee. 
. The impoteney and dilability ofapy Ceature to liclpe and Erl 5. 6, 

- Iipport theo All creatures are as reede,. weake, brickle, full 
ol teeth: if they be leancd upon they wk ſoone breake and tearo | 
| 3 3 


A Sermon preached a the late Faſt 


Eph. 2.4, 5,6. 


x Cor 6,30, 
3 Per, 1. 19. 
He b.. 1 2. 


Rom. 8.3 4. 
Heb. 7. 25. 


Eph. 7. 13. 
& 4. 30. 


Heb. 10.23. 


PI. 1 19.49. 


1 Information 
inthe wiſdome 
of Saints who 
take God for 
their ſupport, 


Eph. 1.78. 


* Chr. 1 6.9. 


the fleſh of ſuch as le ine upon them. So as it is not onely unuſe- 
full and in vame, but alſo datigerous · and damageable to reſt on 
meere creatures for a ſupport. mes e 

More then three things move God to be for his Saints, what 
they take him to be: as 


1. That ancient love which of his one good - will he did. 


beare to them before they were, yea before the worlds were. 
This doth the Apoſtle lay downs as the ground of all thoſe ſpiri- 
tuall bleſſings where with God bleſſeth us, Epheſ. r. 3, 4, 5, 6. This 
he makes the ground of Gods 'quickning us togerber with Chriſh, 
and of his raiſing us up together, and making us fit together in heaven- 
ly places in Chri Jer, FR | Zart 


2. That price which the Sonne of God hath paid for them, 


which was his owne precious blood, Hereby he obtained eternal 
redemption for them. 

3. That continuall interceſſſon which he maketh for them at 
the right hand of his Father. Hereby he procureth continuance 
of Gods fauour to them. : 

4. Thar ſtamp or impreſſion of Gods image, which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath ſet in them, and whereby they are /za/ed unto the day of 
Redemption: Hereby God kaoweth them to be his. 5 
J. The many promiſes which God hath made to theni of ca- 
ring and providing for them, and of protecting them from all 
dangers and evils, and fait full is he Who hath promiſed, 


6. Their faith in reſting upon thoſe promiſes. This makes - 


them put God in mind thereof, as He did, who thus faid; Remem- 
ter thy word (meaning his word of promiſe) «pon Which rhow haft 
cauſed me to hope. 

This Act of Saints in taking God for their ſupport is an evi- 
dence of that wiſedome aua prudence wherein God, atcording to the 
riches of his grace, hath abounded towards tem. For ſuch as are 
not able to ſtand of themſelves, to ſeeke a Support, and ſuch an 
one as of it felfe can ſufficiently ſupport: them, fo at they need 
ſecke to no others, is e an oſpeciall part of prudence. 
But ſuch a ſapport the Lord is. For i | 


1. The eyes of the? Lord rume to and fro throughout the Whale SM 


Earth to ſheW bimſclfe ffrong in the behalfe of them, whoſe heart ts 


fed to wardi lim: ſo as he is not, he cannot be ignorant | 


4 


PF, 


2 


—— 


— * 


needs or diſtreſſes of any of his Saints. I have ſurely ſeen the i- 
ction of my T eople, faith the Lord. 43 2 2:5 SIND? 
AS the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, ſo bis caras are open 
to their prayers, What cry ſoever they male to him in theit di- 
ſtreſſe tor ſucccur and ſupport, he hearetb. 
3. Ne is ready and forward to doe what he ſeeth to be needfull 


1 and uſefull for them, 7 know their ſorromet, and 1 ans come downe-to 


— 


3 


22 


—— 8 


ſwer, and whiles they are yet ſpeaking I Will luare, 
— 4. He is full of 2 in ſo much as bss 


deliver them, ſaich the Lord to his people that were in diſtteſſe. 
Many promiſes hath he made for granting their deſires. The 
more to ſet out Gods forwardneſſe in granting his Saints deſires, 
an Angel ſent from God to Dawiel while he was praying, thus 
ſaitb, At the legiuning of thy ſupplication tue Commaudemest Came 
forth, &c- and the Lord himielfe, thus, before they call 1 will an- 


boWels are trou= 
bled for his children when they are in any diſtreſſe : thereupon he 
maketh this inference, I will ſureiy have mercy upon them. No- 
thing ſooner moves any to ſuccour and ſupport, then compaſſi- 
on, It is oft noted to be the cauſe of that ready ſuecour which 
Chriſt in the daies of his fleſh afforded to all that came to him, 
that he had compaſſion on thems, and was motea there with. : 
5. He is able to ſi his in their greateſt weaknefſes, and to 
dclirer them out of their greateſt diſtreſſe. Behold ( ſoh the 
Lord) 7 am the Lord the God of all fleſt. Is there any thing too 
N for * ? The things which are unpoſſible With men ave poſſible 
with God, 
* God 4 mighty in fßrength, ſo in wiſaome, His amuerſtan- 
ding is infinite. He beſt knoweth when to ſupport his and howy: 


Exod. 3.7 » 


t Pet. 3. i 2. 


Pſal. 350. 15. 
Dan, 9. 23. 
Ila. 65. 24. 


Pſal. 8 6. 1 5. 
Ier. 3 . 20. 


Mit. 14.14. ; ; 
& 15. 20. 
Mark. 1. 4 f. 
Luk. 7. 13. 
Ier. 3 2. 27. 
Luk. 18.27. 


Lob. 36. 5, | 
Plal 8 47:5, © - 


yea, and how long to continue his ſupport to them. Tf at any time 


he ſeeme to leave them to themſelves, he doth ie purpoſely, pru- 
dently, for good ends, to uſes. And cven then when he 
ſuffers them to lye under affliction, he ſo wiſely ſupporteth them, 
as they are enabled to endure it, and are not overburdened: Wit- 
neſſe he that ſaid, Ve are traubled on every fide, yet not diſtroſſed; we 


are perplexed, but not in del pairo; perſecuted, but not forſahen; cat 
7 but not deſtroped: Vea, through his wiſdomo ( 225 he 
commanded the light to fhine aut of darkn er 
good to Saints out of their troubles. 


- = — thut 2 
wor 


2 Cor. 4. 8, 9. 


2 Cor. 4˙6. 
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De ut. 4. 6, 


2.Deinonſtra- 
tion of their 
folly who take 
not God for 
their ſupport. 
Pſal. 14.1. 


werbe together for Ae them that e 76d, This by good cxpe- 
rience he foundra be Wein — aid, Ir i good for me 
eee Li herwnſdethar GH hathr of his ped. 


ples ſtate and caſe, of his hearing their prayers, of his forward- 
neſſe to grant their deſires, of his compaſſion at their diſtreſſe, 
of his power and ability to help, and of his wiſdome in ordering 
the ſeaſon and manner of ſucconr ':' Theſe and other like conſide- 
rations give a cleare and evident demonſtration,that God is a ſafe, 
ſure, and ſecure ſapport, whereby the wiſdome of Saints is mani- 
feſted in taking bim for their ſupport. ' In this therefore reſpect, 


as in many others, it may be ſaid of chem, Swrely this is a wiſe and 
anden dingt habit 3 

Oa the other ſide, it muſt needs be a part of egregious folly 
and plaine-dotage; to confide in, or truſt unto any other ſupport 
then this God. Vet moſt in the world are ſuch doting fooles: As, 


. eAthriſle, who ſay ia ibeir heartr there uno God. Surely they 


who deny him to be, will not reſt on him for ſupport. 


2. Pagans, who being i ant ot the one only true God, : 


place their confidence on ſuch things as never were, never had any 
true being, but were meere phantaſies and imaginations of mens 
rain brai Such as B aa/im, Aſtteroth, Dagon, Molech, and ſuch 
other as are mentioned in ſacred Seriptare:* And Papiter, uno, 


Adalla, Diana, Mercury, Venus, and multitudes of the like recko- 


ned up by the heathen. One of their Poets reckoneth up about 
thirty thouſand of them: Others more, 


„ 3. Indian Savages, who make the Devill their ſupport, and 
adore him, that he may not hurt them and their cattelſ. A part of © 


their countrey is called Trrra Diaboli, the Devils Land. To re- 
tort upon theſe in their own kind, Not only a bart, but good, is 
tobe expected from ſuch as are adored, as it is in my Text, Think 
upon me far good. 12 3 


4. Papiſts who male the innumerable company of Angels, the 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, Apoſtles, Confeſſors, Martyrs, and all that . 
: Wh 


their Popes have canonized : Whercof ſome may be accounted 
ſuch as the forementioned pods of the Pagans, meere phaviafies 


| and imaginations $ and others, without breach of charity, may be 


judged to be damned wretches in Hell. 
| 5. Worldlings, 
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before the Commans Hoſe of Pala. 


J. Worldlings, who reſt on mortall men, and carthly meanes, 
which are all like to the forementioned weake reed full of teeth. 
The Prophet denounceth a woe againſt ſuch. N We | 

6, Selfsboafters,who truſt to themſelves, to their own parts, or 2 Sam. 16. 21. 

to that command which they have over others: As Ahithophet 20d. 17. 1, 8c. 
who relyed on his own wit; Goliab on his own ſtrength; the — 1 

Aria on the great command which he ha; fo others to other Ii 10 1. &c 

things; all which turn to their ruine, 1 Dis 
Of all theſe, and others like to theſe, I may, concerning the | 
caſc in hand, take up the Prophets patheticall Exclamation, Be Jer. 2. 1: zi 3. 
eftoniſted, O ye Hegvens, at this, and be ye horribly afraid, be ye very 7 
ſelato, ſaith the Lord: For my people have committed two evils ; | 
they have forſaken me the fountaine of living waters, aud hewed them 
ont ciſternes, broken ciſternes that can hold no water. 
As for you that have been ſo farce enlightened as to know ;.Exhortition 

> God to be the only ſure and ſafe ſupport and thereupon haue been to ute God as a 

moved to take him for your ſupport, be now farther in the name Support 

of oy * Df him . © * UC: him as a Re- 

8 e, Shelter, Houſe ence, Fortreſſe, high Tower, Backter, 

|. Sb Rock; Hiding place, Theſe — will aff5:4 good 
help for making a tight uſe of the Lord in this very point, as hs 

is a ſupport to his Saints. 
1. A Refuge is a place for ſuch as are in danger to fly unto for 
our and ſecurity, Such were the Cities of Refuge among the 

Jewes. When a man was unjuſtly ſuſpected of wilfull murder, 

| and hotly purſucd by the avenger of bloud, he made all the ſpeed 
he could to the City of Refuge. There was his cauſe rightly 
judged, there might he be ſecure, Doe you alſo fly to God in all 
undue ſuſpicions and unjuſt accuſations. In him you may be fie 
to have your cauſe righted, and your perſons ſecured. 

3. A Shelter is for ſuch as in their journey are overtaken with 
ſhowres of rain, with haile, ſnow, ſtorms or tempeſt : In ſuch 
caſes, if a traveller eſpie a ſhelter, he will make haſte to it. God 
hath undertaken to be 4 covert from ſtor me and raine. When the Ii.g.s, 
raging raine of oppreſſion, or ſtorme of perſecution, or violet 
tempeſt of any malignant oppoſition fals upon you, (helter your 

%, ſelves under the covert of your God. EN 

3. An Houſe of Defence, or Coſte, or Fortreſſe, or High Tower, 
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A4 Sermon preached at the late Faſt 


Eph. 6. 16. 


Mat. 7. 24,25. 


Mat. 16. 18. 


Pfal. 19. 174. 
TID 


Latibuli mez. 
IC: at. 4. 6. 
J VD 


<Hbſcontia, 


ae all for ſafety againſt armies of enemies that compaſſcus about, 


and beſiege us, and would utterly deſtroy us, if. we had not ſuch 
a place of. ſafety. Now, the Lord is indeed an, high ne 
Tower, an impregnable Caſtle : abide therefore in him, and Hare 
not, though multitudes of enemies doe on every ſide ſet againſt 
you. They are ſafe whom the Lord doth keep. | 
4. A Buckier or Shield is of ſingular. uſe to keep off puſhof 
pike, ſtroake of fword, force of dart, arrow or bullet that ſhall be 
flung, or ſhot againſt us: So faith in God will keep off all aſſaults 
of Satan, even all the fiery darts of the Devil; much more the fu- 


rious, envious, and malicious words and deeds of wicked men. 


5. A Rocke is a firme and ſure foundation. An edifice. that is / 


well erected and ſetled on it, cannot be overthrowne. Though. the 


rain deſcend and the flonds come, and the wind blom, and beat upon that 
houſe, yet it falt not, becauſe it is founded on à rock. For application 
of this Metaphor, note what Chriſt faith of himſelfe as he is a 
rocke : Upon this Rocke will I build my ¶ lurch, and the gates of 
hell ſhall not prevaile againſt it. TEN 
Again, a rock being in the Sea remaines immoxeable: The 
ſtrongeſt tempeſts and violenteſt waves of the Sca cannot ſhake 
it, much leſſe overthrow it. If therefore any who have. fi rod 
1 1 
he 


ſhipwrack lye floating on the Sea, and eſpy a rock, they w 
make to it: ſo in our greateſt troubles, and moſt deſperatę dane 
gers, let us get to God the rock of our ſalvation, and we may. h 
ſure to be ſafe. ; 2 0 
6. An hiding place is that wherein many beaſts doe repoſe 
themſclves on all occaſions: As a Connies burrow, a Foxes hole, 
a Lions den: when they are there they thinke themſelves Gate? 
There therefore they uſe to ſleep; there they uſe to cat the prey 
they get, and there to eat it: if they be hunted, or fear auy dan- 
ger, they will make thither as faſt as they can: If they be hurt 
or wounded, there they uſe to lick themſelves whole: yea, in 
theſe their hiding places they die for the moſt part, if at Icaſt, 
they be not ſürpriſed, and kill d, when they are out of. their den, 
or hiding place. Seeing it pleaſeth the Holy Ghoſt to attribute 


unto God this reſemblance of ſafety ( For the Pſalmiſt ſtileth God 


his Hiding place:and the Prophet a covert) give me leave in Chriſts 
phraſe to ſay unto you, Behold the beaſis of the field: Behold tliem 
N in 
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i in this particular, and uſe God your hiding place, as they uſe their 
holes and dennes. On all occaſions repoſe your ſelves on him, and 
_ reſt ſecure in him when ye ſleep, when ye wake. Have ye good 


= 


gets a prey) goe to God to rejoyce in him, and to give the praiſe 
to him. Doe thy affaires ſucceed ill? even then alſo goe to God, 
to mourne in him, to poure out thy ſoule into his boſome. Art 
thou hunted or perſecuted? fly to God for ſuccour and prote- 
ction. Art thou abuſed, wronged, or hurt?” To God for redreſſe 


danger, in all caſes, on all occaſions have recourſe to God, live in 
God, die in God. 

Doe this the rather, becauſe as followeth in the next Obſer- 
vation. 

The Lord is a peculiar God to a Beleever. 

But my time is ſlipt out, and I find my ſtrength to faile, 
and you find my voice tofall, willingly therefors 1 give place to 
my reverend brother : Only let us firſt call upon God for his 
bleſſing upon that which hath been delivered, and give him 
thanks for his gracious aſſiſtance. 


ſiüucceſſe in your affaires? (as the beaſt thinkes he hath when he 


and right, In peace and trouble, in hope and feare, in ſafety and 


— 


